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DPH deems Mary Lane ER essential service 


Requests additional 
information from Baystate 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The Department 
of Public Health has deemed 
Baystate Mary Lane’s satellite 
emergency facility an essential 
service, according to Baystate 
Eastern Regional President 
Molly Gray. “There were no 
surprises,’ she said Wednesd- 
say, April 21. 
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The topic came up briefly 
Tuesday, April 20, at the Ware 
SelectBoard’s meeting, when 
Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
said Gray had notified him of 
the DPH’s ruling. “This gives 
me hope,’ said SelectBoard 
Chairman Keith Kruckas. 

Baystate Health has request- 
ed the DPH allow it to close the 
Mary Lane campus, and with 
it, the satellite emergency facil- 
ity. The health care company 
announced its planned closure 
in late January, and a DPH 
public hearing to get communi- 
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ty input was held by conference 
call on April 1. 

Gray said last week that 
Baystate knew the emergency 
facility was an essential service 
and expected the DPH would 
rule that it was. She said DPH 
officials listened to the com- 
munity on April 1, and accord- 
ingly, have asked for additional 
information around _ several 
points. 

Since it has been categorized 
as an essential service, Baystate 
Health must provide the DPH 
with a report on how it will 
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work to mitigate the loss of the 
service to Ware. 

The DPH asked for more 1n- 
formation about how Baystate 
is communicating with local 
officials around the closure and 
what can be done about the 
lack of transportation in the 
Ware area. During the hearing 
state elected officials, includ- 
ing state representatives Todd 
Smola and Donnie Berthiaume 
and state Sen. Anne Gobi, said 
communication by Baystate 
had been very bad. Local offi- 
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Tantasqua High getting ready for June 12 graduation 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


FISKDALE — Graduation season 

1s fast approaching for Tantasqua Re- 
gional High School’s Class of 2021, 
whose graduation date is set for 10 a.m. 


Saturday, June 12. 





Tantasqua High Principal Michael 
Lucas said this is the second time the 


safety guidelines. 


school will have its graduation outside 
on the football field due to COIVD-19 


“We did it last year in July for the 
class of 2020 after a delay for a grad- 
uation, which was originally scheduled 
for June,” Lucas said. “We were allowed 
to have immediate family attend and it 
worked very well.” 

Tantasqua will also be following 


protocols set by the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Sec- 


ondary Education, such as commence- 


executed. 


Like last year, Tantasqua Regional High School’s 
graduation will take place on its football field to help 


ments required to be held in a space 
where social distancing can be properly 


Along with graduation, Lucas said 
they will be hosting their traditional 
class night festivities with their seniors — 
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facilitate social distancing. COURTESY PHOTOS 
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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
At one point 133 people logged 
in to North Brookfield School 
Committee’s April 26 meeting 
held via Zoom at 7 p.m., during 
which School Superintendent 
Richard Lind discussed 

the approximately $1.3 
million cut in the fiscal 2022 
school budget being recom- 
mended by selectmen and the 
Finance Committee. Lind read 
correspondence he received 
from Board of Selectmen 
Chair Dale Kiley about the 
recommendation. 

On April 13, Lind received 
a reply to an email he sent to 
Kiley regarding the fiscal 2022 
budget. In his reply Kiley said, 
“FinComm and the BOS are 
proposing $5,158,872.00 as the 
town’s contribution to the FY 
22 school budget.” Both Lind 
and Tucker have responded 
to Kiley’s reply but had not 
received a response as of the 
April 26 meeting. Lind said 
he requested a tri-board meet- 
ing of the selectmen, Finance 
Committee and School Com- 
mittee. 

Lind said on Feb. 22, the 
School Committee approved 
a preliminary fiscal 2022 bud- 


See SCHOOLS | PAGE 9 





Selectmen reorganize after annual town election April 20 


Board approves deputy 
fire chief position 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


STURBRIDGE — The Stur- 
bridge Board of Selectmen re- 
organized Tuesday, April 20, 
following the annual town elec- 
tion April 12. 

The board met in person at 
Town Hall after over a year of 
Zoom meetings. Department 
heads, guests and the public 
continued to participate via 


Zoom. Town administrator Jeff 
Bridges entertained a motion to 
nominate a chairman. Select- 
man Chase S. Kaitbenski nom- 
inated Mary Blanchard. The 
board unanimously re-elected 
Blanchard chair. The board 
re-elected Mary Dowling vice 
chair and elected Chase Kait- 
benski clerk, replacing Michael 
Suprenant. 

At the town election, vot- 
ers elected two members to 
the Board of Selectmen. Jaime 
Goodwin received 674 votes 
and Chase Kaitbenski got 563 
votes filling the two positions. 


Michael Suprenant had 402 
votes and Priscilla Gimas got 
263. 
Deputy Fire Chief 

Fire Chief John Grasso said 
the deputy fire chief, a non- 
union position, would help him 
with administrative duties and 
conduct business fire inspec- 
tions. The person would work 
Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., a time most 
convenient to conduct the busi- 
ness inspections. The fire chief 
said the position would collect 
high-level candidates. 

Kaitbenski said the Fire 


Department used to have a 
captain and asked if it were 
similar to a deputy chief. Gras- 
so said the department had 12 
full-time firefighters with a lieu- 
tenant overseeing the firefight- 
ers in each of the three compa- 
nies. A captain would oversee 
multi-companies. Sturbridge 
last had a captain in 2013. The 
lieutenants and captain would 
be under the deputy chief in the 
chain of command. 

Dowling said a letter from 
the fire department union sup- 
ported the position of deputy 
chief, but the union was op- 


posed to not replacing the front 
line full-time firefighter and 
said it was an “undue safety 
risk.” The fire chief proposed 
not replacing the full-time 
firefighter and hiring a deputy 
chief instead. 

Union representative Jim 
Marks said the town was go- 
ing backward by not hiring a 
replacement to fill the full-time 
firefighter vacancy. He said not 
having that firefighter would 
increase response time. The 
deputy chief would not be a re- 
placement for the “boots on the 
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Lamoureux Ford earns President’s Award 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Lamoureux Ford was 
among a select group of Ford Dealerships, less than 
10% of dealers nationwide, to be recognized with the 
2020 President’s Award by Ford Motor Company; one 
of three Ford Dealerships in Massachusetts to win 
this award. The prestigious award honors dealerships 
that have excelled in automotive retailing in 2020 by 
providing exceptional customer sales and services sat- 
isfaction. 

“Earning this award is a reflection of our entire 
staff’s commitment to delivering the best customer 


LOS ED 


experience possible,” say Lamoureux Ford’s owners 
Marc and Lionel Lamoureux. “We couldn't be more 
proud to receive this recognition, especially since it 
comes from the people we value most — our customers. 
They’re the reason we were able to achieve this award.” 

The President’s Award was established in 1998. 
Dealers become eligible through survey responses 
from the customers related to their sales and service 
satisfaction. 

Lamoureux Ford has won the President’s Award for 
the 24th year in a row and 27 times overall. 
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Free fishing derby 
is this Saturday 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The North Brook- 
field Sportsman’s Club in conjunction with the North 
Brookfield Police Department, are sponsoring a free 
kid’s fishing derby on Saturday, May 1, at North 
Brookfield Town Forest Park, off Rte. 67 (26-28 West 
Brookfield Road). Registration will begin at 8 a.m. and 
the derby will be held from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

The Town Forest pond will be stocked with trout for 
children ages 5 to 15 to catch. All are welcome. 
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Superintendent responds to anonymous letter 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Voters in town received 
an anonymous letter in the mail last week from “con- 
cerned voters of North Brookfield,” detailing “major 
issues,’ involving the North Brookfield Public Schools. 
The letter was also shared on social media resulting in 
hundreds of comments, and an outpouring of support 
for the School Committee, administrators and teach- 
ers. 

Superintendent Richard Lind said the first concern 
raised in the letter was an alleged “wish list” of books 
that contain “very disturbing materials.” Lind said the 
books which the letter writer is referring to were not 
subject to being approved by the School Committee, 
but rather a list that teachers worked on together to 
add to the curriculum that were inclusive and diverse. 
The teachers shared the results of their research with 
their colleagues and the School Committee. Lind said 
about the importance of having inclusive literature, 
“If you see someone like yourself as an author, you 
see yourself as an author.” Lind said the teachers in 
North Brookfield Public Schools, “do wonderful work 
to connect students.” 

Even though the letter was upsetting to North 
Brookfield educators, Lind said, “the backlash has 
also been positive...almost all of the books have been 
purchased,” and that his office is full of Amazon de- 
livery boxes. Lind said, “the majority of people are 
appalled by the letter.” To the people that purchased 
books to donate to the school, Lind said he feels that 
each book purchased “meant something,” to the per- 
son buying it. 

Lind’s response 

Dear North Brookfield School Community, 

I am writing in response to an open letter to the 
community by an anonymous author regarding the 
actions/direction of our schools. The letter, which 
was sent via U.S. Mail and shared via social media, 
is advocating for change through the upcoming town 
election, and the intent of my letter to you is not to 
advocate for or against any candidate. 

The purpose of this letter is to address the inaccu- 
racies contained in that open letter. I usually tend not 
to respond to things such as this, but it is important 
that the community understand what is actually hap- 
pening, rather than misinformation or statements that 
are not accurate. Unfortunately, if left unaddressed, 
some people assume this means the statements in the 
anonymous letter are true, so I feel compelled to re- 
spond. Please see the statements made in the anony- 
mous letter and my response to each below: 

Inaccuracy 1 

“The School Committee has created a wish list of 
169 books for the upcoming school year which con- 
tains some very disturbing materials and authors. Sub- 
jects of these books, along with some of the authors, 
are inflammatory, age inappropriate and likely to con- 
fuse children rather than educate them. Much of the 
reading 1s racist against white individuals, encourages 
gender confusion and/or encourages hate.” 

Response: First, it is convenient that the author 
does not provide people with the list of the children’s 
books. I would challenge the author to go through this 
list and identify specifically which titles are inappro- 
priate and why. I would be interested in seeing the au- 
thor’s credentials as an expert 1n this area. This list was 
created by a group of North Brookfield Elementary 
teachers as books to explore as a staff to determine 
if they meet the educational goals of the curriculum. 
These teachers are the educational experts in our com- 
munity, and they are always researching ways to en- 
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sure our students are exposed to many different types 
of literature that allow students to read authors and 
see characters of different races, religions, ethnic back- 
grounds, gender, disabilities, etc. in the books they 
read. This is very important in the global community 
our students are growing up in and supports the vision 
of our school district which reads; “The North Brook- 
field Public Schools envision a community where all 
students will grow to become resilient, adaptable, pas- 
sionate, confident, curious learners in an evolving and 
diverse world.” 
Inaccuracy 2 

“The School Committee has taken it upon itself to 
remove the longstanding mascot despite over 700 sig- 
natures against the action. Those 700+ voices were not 
even considered.” 

Response: The School Committee took up this very 
controversial subject when they received a letter from 
a group of concerned citizens and alumni. The School 
Committee initiated a process by which people could 
voice their opinions directly to the Committee, both in 
writing and through testimony. The Committee took 
everyone's opinions seriously. 

It is interesting to note that during the public com- 
ment portion of the meeting, not one individual spoke 
against the retiring of the “Indian” mascot. The Com- 
mittee also received feedback from the Native Amer- 
ican community. The people the “Indian” mascot is 
supposed to honor do not view it as an honor. Tribes 
across Massachusetts, including the Nipmuc nation 
(tribe that lives in our area), have all issued statements 
against the use of these nicknames and mascots. Al- 
though the Committee understood the controversial 
nature of this issue, they acted in a way that was re- 
spectful of all people in our community, particularly 
in light of the fact the Massachusetts legislature 1s cur- 
rently looking at a bill to make it against the law for 
public schools to have these types of nicknames and 
mascots. In the end, the nickname is not what makes 
the community what it is, it is the people. 

Inaccuracy 3 

“The School Choice numbers have doubled over 
the last couple of years.” 

Response: The author is mistaken on this point. 
The School Choice numbers have fluctuated over the 
last several years, however, they have certainly not 
doubled. Please see the chart below that outlines sev- 
eral student enrollment categories including School 
Choice Out information. 

As you can see, the number of School Choice Out 
students increased by a total of six students. The larg- 
est change this year, due to concerns about COVID-19, 
were home schooled students. We anticipate many of 
those students returning next year, and in fact, a num- 
ber of those home school students have already re- 
turned. We also saw an increase in students attending 
private schools and charter schools this year. Again, 
this 1s most likely a result of the pandemic. 
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Inaccuracy 4 

“The School Committee advised that the teachers 
and staff were forgoing their raises last year in light of 
covid, however, they have submitted a budget this year 
that includes 8% raises which accounts for last year’s 
forgone amount and this year’s standard raises. When 
advised that their town contribution would be cut this 
year they responded that they would have to cut pro- 
grams rather than reconsidering their own raises.” 

Response: The author is off base on this point. 
First, the teachers voted and the administrators in- 
dividually chose to forgo their FY21 cost of living 
increases which are contractually negotiated. Where 
the author 1s mistaken, is that each year, salaries are 
predetermined based on negotiated agreements. So, 
during the FY21 year, teacher and administrator sal- 
aries stayed at the 2020 level saving the District over 
$100,000 helping to avoid cuts to programs and ser- 
vices. The salaries due to each teacher and admiunistra- 
tor are part of the three-year contract agreements with 
either the union or individuals, which means the 2022 
salary rates already exist, and what is represented in 
the budget are those salaries for FY22. 

This can make it appear like salaries are increasing 
at an unusually high rate, but it is merely getting back 
on the schedule agreed to by the Union and the School 
Committee. As an example, the current Teacher con- 
tract covers three years including 2020, 2021, and 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Can | claim my Social 
security now, then switch 
to spouse benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am 62 and have been a 
homemaker for much of my adult life. I have 
a small Social Security account from work- 
ing years ago. My husband is older, has been 
the major wage earner and will have a good 
amount in Social Security when he claims. 
I have been told that I should claim my So- 
cial Security now. It’s a small amount, about 
$475 per month if I claim it now, and $550 
after I’m age 66, so it’s not a life changing 
difference. But if I claim mine now, when my 
husband reaches his full retirement age can 
I switch to claiming spousal benefits on his 
account? I understand I would no longer get 
mine, but I’m pretty sure my benefit from 
him will be a much larger amount. Signed: 
Inquiring Homemaker 

Dear Inquiring Homemaker: The simple 
answer to your question 1s: yes, if you claim 
your own small benefit now you can later 
switch to a higher spouse benefit from your 
husband when he claims his Social Security. 
But there are always consequences for claim- 
ing Social Security benefits early. The maxi- 
mum spousal benefit you can get from your 
husband is 50% of the benefit amount he is 
entitled to at his own full retirement age. But 
you only get that full 50% if you delay claim- 
ing your own Social Security until you reach 
your own FRA. 

That doesn’t mean you can’t claim your 
own reduced benefit early, but it means that 
when you later get your spousal benefit, it 
will be less than 50% of your husband’s FRA 
benefit amount. And here’s why: Your spouse 
benefit, when you receive it, will consist of 
your own earned benefit plus a spousal boost 
to bring you to your spousal entitlement. 
Your spousal boost will be the difference be- 
tween your FRA benefit amount (regardless 
of when you claim) and half of your hus- 
band’s FRA benefit amount, and it will be 
reduced if you haven’t yet reached your FRA 
when your husband claims. That reduced 
spousal boost will be added to your own actu- 
al benefit (reduced if you claim at 62), which 
will yield a spouse benefit less than 50% of 
your husband’s FRA benefit. Said another 
way, when your husband claims at his FRA, 
you ll get a reduced spousal boost added to 
your own already reduced age 62 Social Se- 
curity retirement benefit. I can’t put this into 
dollar terms for you without knowing your 
husband’s FRA benefit amount. 

FYI, if your age 62 benefit amount is $475 
then your personal benefit amount at your 
FRA should be about $670. Essentially, the 
longer you wait to claim your own Social 
Security, the more your spousal benefit will 
be because the spousal boost will be added 
to the benefit you're already receiving. Your 
spousal benefit reaches maximum (which 
is 50% of your husband’s FRA amount) at 
your FRA but remember that your husband 
must be collecting his Social Security for you 
to claim a spouse benefit. 

So, here’s the bottom line: you can claim 
your own Social Security at age 62, but the ben- 
efit amount you get will be reduced by 29%. If 
your husband claims at his FRA, you will get a 
spousal boost at that time, but the amount of 
the spousal boost will be reduced because you 
will not have reached your FRA at that time. 
The only way you will get the full 50% of your 
husband’s FRA benefit amount 1s by waiting 
until your own FRA to claim Social Security. 
However, since your spousal benefit will be the 
highest amount available to you, waiting and 
claiming yours at the same time your husband 
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Supports Lamoureux-Kane for School Committee 


I am writing in support of Danielle Lamou- 
reux-Kane for regional school committee. She 
is running a write-in/sticker campaign in order 
to represent families who have felt ignored by 
the traditional channels of educational deci- 
sions, and who are longing for someone to fo- 
cus on their concerns adequately. 

Danielle has a strong background that 
would add value to the Tantasqua School 
Committee in many ways: she has a back- 
ground in higher education for a dozen 
years, with a specialty in communications; 
she chairs the Brookfield Democratic Town 


Committee, and she is a former member 
of the Brookfield Local Access Commit- 
tee. Having lived in Brookfield for 20 years, 
Danielle is well aware of the issues facing 
Brookfield children and their families. 

Danielle 1s committed to informing citi- 
zens about all crucial school news and de- 
cisions, and to supporting deeper diversity, 
equity and inclusion practices. 

Please grab your pen or pencil and write 
in Danielle Lamoureux-Kane for school 
committee! 

Sherry Zitter, Brookfield 


How to plant a bare root apple tree 


land and not for the house. In my 

dreams, I'd have a field big 
enough to grow all the pumpkins 
a girl could want, and a sunny 
slope to have an amazing orchard 
of heirloom apple trees. Maybe 
someday, but for now I squeeze 
in apple trees here and apple trees 
there. One outside the chicken 
coop. Three in the perennial bor- 
der. And as of this past weekend 
two more near the clothesline. 
Read on to see how I did it. 

Planting a tree 1s not like plant- 
ing a bush or a perennial plant. Should you 
make a mistake about the placement of 
those you can easily dig them up and move 
them. I think my parents moved their blue- 
berries twice without injury to the bushes. 
Trees are a whole different story; you want 
to do it right the first time. 

I was home all day on Friday, scoping 
out the yard. You think you know where the 
sunny spots are; fruit trees want at least six 
hours of full sun, until you document it by 
the hour. Overhead trees are not leafed out 
yet, so that has to be taken into consider- 
ation, but even so, one area I assumed to be 
sunny was actually in shade most of the day; 
another area was just the opposite. Voila! It 
is a perfect spot for the fruit trees! 

I then began to fret that the soil there 
would not be good enough, and without 
any finished compost on hand to amend the 
hole, my planting would be delayed even 
further. Lucky for me adding lots of peat or 
compost to the planting hole is old advice. 
These days we want the roots to extend far 
beyond the original hole.If the soil is too 
good there the roots will never want to leave. 
This way, over the long-term, they will go 
looking for nourishment and anchor them- 
selves into the surrounding soil. 

I began the task of digging a three foot 
wide by two foot deep hole. I shook the sod 
and placed it in a clump for the compost 
pile. The topsoil was put on plastic in one 
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Roberta McQuaid 


spot and the subsoil in another. Large rocks 
were discarded. Happily, I did have some 
rock phosphate left on hand from 
last fall. I sprinkled one cup, and 
found out later that one pound 
was the recommendation! in the 
planting hole and scratched it in. 
It will aid in root development. I 
also took my shovel and loosed 
the “walls” of the hole to make it 
easier for the roots to penetrate as 
they spread. 

Most grafted trees should be 
planted with the graft union two 
to three inches above the soil line. 
I positioned the bare-root tree in the hole 
and made a quick measurement with a stick 
across the hole. The graft union was too 
deep, so I mounded a little soil under the 
roots. That adjustment brought the tree to 
the correct depth. I dumped some water in 
next to collapse air pockets and then shov- 
eled in the topsoil. Experts recommend that 
you backfill the hole with topsoil first, it is 
more friable, and then place the subsoil else- 
where in the hole, tamping down as you go, 
with your feet. 

I made a basin around the tree after I was 
finished, a slightly sunken area to catch wa- 
ter. Eventually I will add a layer of compost 
on top and apply some mulch in the form 
of shredded bark or hay to create a happy 
environment for all of the “feeder” roots. 
If Mother Nature doesn’t provide at least 
an inch of rain per week I will trickle water 
slowly into the basin twice a week to help 
establish the tree. 

Although a few years will pass before 
I pick those first fruits, hopefully proper 
planting will ensure years of fruitfulness. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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claims his, would also be a prudent strategy to lessen the 
“penalty” for claiming your benefits early. 

One final caution: Any time Social Security benefits 
are claimed early (before FRA) there is an “earnings 
test” which limits how much can be earned from work- 
ing before Social Security takes back some benefits. 
Please keep this in mind if you should decide to go 
back to work at any time before you reach your full 
retirement age. 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affili- 
ated with or endorsed by the Social Security Adminis- 
tration or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory) or email ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 
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First Congregational Church to 
return to in-person services May 1 


WEST BROOKFIELD — First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, UCC, 36 North Main St., 
opens for in-person worship on May 2. The church re- 
quires sign-ups in advance by calling the church office 
at 508-867-7078, mask wearing and social distancing 
while in the sanctuary. Those attending will check in 
at the front doors of the church. A limited number 
of people will be allowed in the sanctuary because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, so people must call the church 
to sign up. 

Worship services are every Sunday at 10 a.m.; Com- 
munion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 

Contact Rev. Dr. Ann M Rogers Brigham, Pastor, 
at the church office for more information by emailing 
firstconglwestbrookfield(@gmail.com or calling 508- 
867-7078. Services will still be on ZOOM and Face- 
book Live. Contact the church for the link. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 


SUPERINTENDENT 


2022. A teacher receives a salary based on their expe- 
rience and level of education (called steps and lanes). 
Each yearly salary that a teacher will receive over the 
three years of the current contract is pre-set. As an ex- 
ample, a teacher hired for the 2020 school year, with a 
master’s degree, in their first year of teaching, would 
have received a salary of $48,872. That same teacher 
in 2021 (Year #2) received a salary of $50,795, and in 
2022 would receive a salary of $52,795. Based on the 
vote to forgo the salary in 2021, that teacher’s salary 
would have remained at $48,872 (2020 level). However, 
in 2022, the salary schedule must return to what was 
agreed to during contract negotiations, and therefore 
would increase to $52,795, making it look like the 
teacher received a double raise. 
Inaccuracy 5 

“The school has been extremely irresponsible with 
funds and assets allocated to them by this town and it 
simply must stop.” 

Response: The author cites nothing here. He/she 
makes a statement with no examples. As the Super- 
intendent of Schools, I challenge the author to cite 
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any examples of the schools being irresponsible with 
funds and/or assets. Even better, I would request the 
author come and meet with me to discuss what he/she 
perceives as being irresponsible. This type of exchange 
will allow me to understand the perspective of the au- 
thor, and it will allow the author to gather accurate 
information. Every person 1n our school district takes 
their job very seriously and works hard to ensure we 
are acting in a fiscally responsible way following all 
state and federal laws and regulations. People making 
blanket anonymous statements like this with no facts 
to back it up is irresponsible, and simply must stop. 
As I said, this letter is not advocating for or against 
any candidate. It is important to make sure the people 
of our community have accurate information. I would 
encourage the anonymous author to contact me and 
I would be glad to sit down and review in more de- 
tail the responses shared here. If any parent/guardian, 
community member or other people have questions 
or concerns, I can be contacted via phone at 508-867- 
9821 or email at rlind@nbschools.org. 
Sincerely, Richard Lind Superintendent 











TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 © 413.283.8393 


PAGE 5 


scout potato take-out fundraiser for 
Philmont High Adventure Base trip 


WARE — Boy Scout Troop 281 Philmont Crew 2022 
is hold a baked potato take-out fundraiser on May 8, 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., at All Saints Church Hall on 
North Street. 

The cost is $8 per person for advanced sales and 
$10 per person at the door. The take-out dinner in- 
cludes a huge potato, with all the fixings, a drink and 
dessert. The fixings include butter, sour cream, green 
onion, bacon, cheese, chili and broccoli. There will 
also be a raffle table and a 50/50 raffle, and winners 
will be contacted. 

Text or call Dan at 413-297-5886 or Paul at 413- 
214-1776, or email scoutdad281@charter.net. All pro- 
ceeds will go toward the crew’s trip to Philmont High 
Adventure Base in New Mexico. 
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BOSTON — The Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation is an- 
nouncing the award of $5,318,845.57 
in the fifth round of funding from the 
state’s Shared Winter Streets and Spac- 
es program, including $32,000 to Stur- 
bridge to install a new sidewalk to con- 
nect Tantasqua Regional Junior High 
School to Brookfield Road, providing 
safe passage not only for students but 
for members of the public who use both 
the school building and bike trails be- 
hind the school. 

The Shared Winter Streets and Spac- 
es program, which 1s part of the Shared 
Streets program, was launched on Nov. 
10, provides technical and funding as- 
sistance to help Massachusetts cities 
and towns conceive, design, and imple- 
ment tactical changes to curbs, streets, 
and parking areas in support of public 
health, safe mobility, and renewed com- 
merce, with a special focus on the chal- 
lenges of winter. 

The recent awards will provide fund- 
ing to 36 municipalities and two public 
transit authorities for 40 projects. Of 
the awarded municipalities, 50% are 
designated Environmental Justice com- 
munities and 18% are considered high- 
risk for COVID-19 infections. A total 
of 58% of today’s winners have never 
received a Shared Streets and Spaces 
award before. 

Since the inception of the Shared 
Streets and Spaces program in June of 
2020, the commonwealth has invest- 
ed $26.4 million in municipal Shared 
Streets projects. 

The Shared Winter Streets and Spac- 
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community 
Sturbridge receives $32,000 in Shared Winter Streets & Spaces program 


es program provides grants as small 
as $5,000 and as large as $500,000 for 
municipalities and transit authorities 
quickly launch changes for safer walk- 
ing, biking, public transit, recreation, 
commerce, and civic activities. These 
improvements can be intentionally tem- 
porary or can be pilots of potentially 
permanent changes. MassDOT is par- 
ticularly focused on projects that re- 
spond to the current public health crisis 
and provide safe mobility for children, 
for elders, to public transportation, and 
to open space and parks. 

The list of cities and towns award- 
ed Shared Winter Streets and Spaces 
grants in this funding round are: 

Types of eligible projects under the 
Shared Winter Streets and Spaces grant 
program include: 

Main Streets: Investments in local 
downtowns and villages that repur- 
pose streets, plazas, sidewalks, curbs, 
and parking areas to facilitate outdoor 
activities and winter programming, in- 
cluding but not limited to facilities for 
eating, shopping, play, and community 
events and spaces for all ages. Grant 
Limit: up to $300,000. 

Reimagined Streets: Creation of 
safe spaces for people walking and bik- 
ing by implementing low-speed streets, 
‘shared streets, new sidewalks, new pro- 
tected bike lanes, new off-road trails, 
new bicycle parking, new crosswalks, 
new traffic-calming measures, and new 
ADA-compliant ramps. Grant Limit: 
Up to $300,000. 

Better Buses: Establishment of new 
facilities for public buses, including but 
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not limited to dedicated bus lanes, traf- 
fic-signal priority equipment, and bus 
shelters. Grant Limit: Up to $500,000 

Shared Mobility: Support for the 
capital costs of equipment for new 
bikeshare and micromobility programs. 
Grant Limit: Up to $200,000. 

Making Pilots Permanent: Conver- 
sion of temporary Shared Streets and 


Spaces projects to permanent facilities. 
Grant Limit: Up to $300,000. 

Information about the Shared Streets 
and Spaces Municipal Grant Program, 
including information about how mu- 
nicipalities can access free technical as- 
sistance, can be found at www.mass. gov/ 
shared-winter-streets-and-spaces-grant- 
program. 


Dylan Johnson awarded gold 
Stars for fall 2020 at The Citadel 


CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAR- 
OLINA — Dylan Johnson, of Stur- 
bridge, is one of the more than 650 ca- 


dets and students recognized for their 
academic achievements during the fall 
2020 semester. 

Gold stars are awarded to cadets 
and students at The Citadel who 
achieved a 3.7 grade point average 
or higher. Cadets and students who 
achieve gold star recognition are also 


placed on The Citadel’s dean’s list. 

The Citadel offers rigorous aca- 
demic programs through its 16 aca- 
demic departments that are organized 
into five schools. One of the newest de- 
partments is The Citadel Department 
of Intelligence and Security Studies. 
The school offers a classic military 
college education for young men and 
women focused on leadership excel- 
lence and academic distinction. 





ArtWorks exhibition celebrates all 
creatures great and small 


WARE — ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main 
St., presents “Reigning Cats & Dogs,” 
an art exhibition on display from May 
22 through June 27. Artists are sought 
to display their animal-themed works. 
All media and skill levels are welcome. 
The cost is $20 per entry, with no com- 
mission taken (cash or card accepted, no 
checks please). People’s Choice Awards 
will be given. 

Two-dimensional works should be 
no larger than 16 inches by 20 inches 
and must be wired to be hung. Three-di- 
mensional works should be no larger 
than a pug-sized dog. Entries will be 


accepted by drop-off at the gallery on 
Friday, May 7, from 4 to 8 p.m., and 
Saturday, May 8, and Sunday, May 9, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

An in-person artist’s reception will 
be held Saturday, May 22, from 3 to 7 
p.m. Exhibition hours will be May 22 
to June 27 on Fridays, from 4 to 8 p.m., 
and Saturdays and Sundays, from noon 
to 5 p.m. 

For more information or people may 
visit workshop 13.org for a printable en- 
try form or contact ArtWorks Gallery at 
artworks@workshop13.org or 413-277- 
6072. 
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SPORTS 


Panthers finally get their first win 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


GARDNER -— After a bit of a de- 
lay, the Quabbin Regional High School 
football team was finally able to get 
back on the field. 

On Monday afternoon, the Pan- 
thers finally were able to pick up their 
first win of the Fall 2 season, defeating 
Ayer-Shirley High School in an offen- 
sive slugfest 48-35. 

The game featured a lot of scoring 
with Quabbin doing most of it in the 
first half. 

Ayer-Shirley may have scored three 
of the final four touchdowns in the 
game, but Quabbin already had a strong 
lead at that point. 

It started with an Aiden Notarogi- 
acomo touchdown reception. He took 
a pass from quarterback Brandon Ar- 
senault, and ran it more than 60 yards 
to the end zone for a touchdown. The 
point-after kick failed, however, it was 
just a 6-0 lead for the Panthers. 

Ayer-Shirley answered back with a 
score, but it was a quick turnaround as 
Owen Faulha had a one-yard run for a 
score to make it 20-6. 

Next Notarogiacomo, got his second 
touchdown pass of the quarter with a 
16-yard reception to make it 20-6 after 
just one quarter. 

Kyle Nastasi had the only quarter in 
the second quarter with a with a three- 
yard touchdown run. Nastasi kicked the 


extra point as well to make it 27-6, the 
score when the whistle for halftime blew. 

Notarogiacomo would score on a 
third touchdown pass from Arsenault 
and Nastasi had a 49-yard touchdown 
run in the third quarter to make it 41-8. 
Aresenault scored a touchdown on his 
own in the fourth quarter. 

While Faulha only had the short 
touchdown run, he amassed 150 yards 
on the ground to account for plenty of 
the Quabbin offense. 

Quabbin fell against Lunenberg in a 
tough game 38-6 on April 9, with Nasta- 
si scoring the Panthers only touchdown 
in the second quarter on an impressive 
64-yard run. 

Otherwise, the game was owned 
by Lunenberg, which used to a be a 
Thanksgiving rival with Quabbin. The 
teams have since changed opponents in 
the past couple of years, but they con- 
tinue to play each other in the regular 
season. 

Lunenberg had a 12-0 lead before 
Quabbin cut the lead in half to 12-6, but 
Lunenbeg scored 26 unanswered points 
to put the game out of reach. 

The final game of the Pod 6 schedule 
for Quabbin will see the Panthers meet 
with Murdock High School at 1 p.m. on 
the turf at Gardner High School. Fol- 
lowing that game, Quabbin will imme- 
diately transition into the spring season 
with practices beginning Monday, April 
26. 
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‘Pole’ takes first race in Granite Series 


STAFFORD, Conn. — It didn’t take 
long for Joey “Pole” Polewarczyk Jr. to 
figure out the half-mile of Stafford Mo- 
tor Speedway on Saturday, April 24. 
The defending Granite State Pro Stock 
Series champion took the lead on lap 
15 from Eddie MacDonald and never 
looked back en route to the triumph in 
the Casagrande Builders 75. 

Pole crossed the line over six sec- 
onds ahead of hometown favorite Cory 
Casagrande, with seven-time Seekonk 
Speedway champion David Darling fin- 
ishing third. 

“What an awesome track, thanks to 
Stafford for having the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series,’ Pole said. “That’s 
one of the best cars I’ve ever had. It re- 
ally came in during the race. I loved that 
there were almost no cautions, and we 
were able to run our own pace. It feels 
really good to come down here to Staf- 
ford and win.” 

While Pole pulled away from a 24- 
car field, only a few cautions slowed 
the action. Early, it was a caution for a 
stopped Rick Duzlak in turn one, then 
an accident collected both Mike O’Sul- 
livan and Craig Bushey on lap 11. From 
there, the caution flag was never used 
again. Pole drove by McDonald and left 
the rest of the field behind him, with DJ 
Shaw, Casagrande and Darling battling 
for second over the final 30 laps. 

Casagrande got by Shaw for second 
on lap 56, with Darling on his bumper 





Joey “Pole” Polewarczyk Jr. took the win in the first 


race of the year at Stafford Motor Speedway. SUBM/IT- 
TED PHOTO 


— then the two battled for the run- 
ner-up spot for the final 20 laps. Casa- 
grande would beat Darling by a small 
margin at the finish. 

MacDonald finished fourth, while 
former series champion Derek Griffith 
rallied from an early pit stop to round 
out the top-five. Devin O’Connell was 
sixth, followed by Shaw, Gabe Brown, 
Derek Gluchacki and Angelo Belsito. 


Shaw, Griffith and Casagrande won 
heat races earlier in the day, while Shaw 
also set fast time in time trials. 

The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
returns to the track on Sunday, May 2 
at Monadnock Speedway. 

For more information on the Gran- 
ite State Pro Stock Series, visit gspss.net 
and follow the series on social media. 


THE FINISH: 
1. Joey Pole 

2. Cory Casagrande 
3. David Darling 

4. Eddie MacDonald 
5. Derek Griffith 

6. Devin O’Connell 
7. DJ Shaw 

8. Gabe Brown 

9. Derek Gluchacki 
10. Angelo Belsito 
11. Mike Mitchell 
12. Bryan Kruzcek 
13. Mike Scorzelli 
14. Kevin Casper 

15. Josh King 

16. Tyler Tomassi 

17. Alexander Pearl 
18. Luke Hinkley 

19. Casey Call 

20. Bobby Pelland II 
21. Adam Gray 

22. Craig Bushey 

23. Mike O’Sullivan 
24. Rick Duzlak 
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ABOVE: Owen Faulha assists in a defensive play. Fauhla 
had 150 yards rushing in Quabbin’s win over Ayer-Shir- 
ley. INSET: Kyle Nastasi makes a catch during a 2019 game 
for Quabbin. Nastasi had three touchdowns in the last two 






spring sports 
to commence 
after long wait 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — On June 15, 2019, Kate- 
lyn Thompson and the Minnechaug 
Regional High School softball team 
defeated Pittsfield High School to win 
the Western Massachusetts Division 1 
championship. 

Since around that time, spring sports, 
baseball, softball, lacrosse, tennis, and 
boys volleyball have not been played. 

The COVID-19 pandemic stopped 
high school sports in their track in early 
March 2020. Several delays were made 
to the spring sports season until an un- 
precedented cancellation took place 
when in-person school was cancelled for 
the remainder for the 2019-2020 school 
year. It robbed Class of 2020 players in 
all spring sports their final curtain call, 
and their final opportunity to fight for 
sectional, individual, and state success 
in their respective sports. 

Next week, beginning on May 5, 
Granby lacrosse will face Monson with 
the Mustangs hosting the boys and the 
Rams hosting the girls. That action will 
be among the first spring sports to take 
place in nearly 23 months. 


See SPRING | PAGE 11 
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community 
New Braintree Police Log 


The Centered Place offers 
Student scholarship 


WARREN — The Centered 
Place Yoga Studio of Warren 
will reward a deserving student 
of Quaboag Regional High 
School a scholarship of over 
$1,000. The Centered Place aims 
to help support a student who 
wants to pursue a higher educa- 
tion so they can have a greater 
positive impact in the local com- 
munity and world. The student 
will be selected based on finan- 
cial need, the student’s activity in 
the school and community, and 
their own stated intentions. 

The Centered Place regular- 
ly donates to local charities and 
causes. Toward the end of 2020, 
a guidance counselor at Quabo- 
ag Regional, Eric Urban, asked 
The Centered Place if it would 
be willing to offer a scholar- 
ship to one of the seniors. “We 
jumped at the opportunity,” re- 
calls Phil Milgrom, co-director 
of the studio. “The way the po- 
litical climate has been, and with 
all the social unrest as well as 
the anxiety and tragedy from the 
pandemic, we wanted to help in 
any way we could.” 

He and Nancy Nowak, the 
other co-director and founder 
of The Centered Place, see this 
as an opportunity to make a dif- 
ference. “Young people are our 
future. How this country ends 
up, and the whole planet by that 
matter, hinges mostly on the 
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younger generation today” he 
said. “We will choose a student 
who is highly motivated and 
cares deeply about the future.” 

To become a candidate for 
the scholarship, students are re- 
quired to fill out an application 
available at the school, provide 
three letters of recommendation 
and write an essay that answers 
the following questions: 

What change the student 
would like to make 1n the world? 

How would the student make 
that change? 

What obstacles might be en- 
countered along the way? 

What major obstacle has the 
student overcome in his or her 
life and how will this help that 
student succeed? 

The Centered Place is contrib- 
uting $250 toward the scholar- 
ship while the rest is being raised 
by clients and friends of the stu- 
dio. A fundraiser is ongoing. To 
contribute, you can send a check 
to The Centered Place, PO. Box 
1210, Warren MA 01083-1210 
(write “For QRHS Scholarship” 
on the memo line). 

QRHS serves students from 
Warren and many other towns in 
the area including West Brook- 
field, Ware, Palmer, Southbridge, 
Monson and New Braintree. 

Anyone with questions may 
contact Milgrom at413 436- 
7374. 
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During the weeks of April 12-26, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department responded to 31 build- 
ing/property checks, 39 directed/ 
area patrols, 16 radar assignments, 
11 traffic controls, 10 emergency 
911 calls, 11 motor vehicle stop, 
three motor vehicle accidents, one 
fraud, four animal calls, 15 safety 
hazards and two complaints in the 
town of New Braintree. 


Monday, April 12 
11:22 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Wine Road — Transported 
to Hospital 


Wednesday, April 14 
8:37 a.m. Phone — Safety Haz- 
ard Barr Road — Spoken To 
7:30 p.m. Other -Complaint Me- 
morial Drive — Officer Handled 


Thursday, April 15 
10:41 a.m. Fraud Padre Road — 
Report Taken 


Friday, April 16 

4:26 a.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Barre Road — Transport- 
ed to Hospital 

10:42 a.m. Initiated — Safety 
Hazard Worcester Road — Taken/ 
Referred to Other Agency 

12:54 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Barre Cut Off Road — Ve- 
hicle Towed 


Saturday, April 17 
6:14 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Utley Road — Arrest(s) 
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Sunday, April 18 
12:37 p.m. 911 —- Misdial 
Oakham Road — Spoken To 


Monday, April 19 
12:44 am. 911 —- Misdial 
Worcester Road — Spoken To 
2:39 p.m. Phone — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations Barre 
Road — Vehicle Towed 


Tuesday, April 20 
12:51 p.m. Initiated — Investiga- 
tion Memorial Drive — Report Taken 
2:34 p.m. 911 — Elevator Call/ 
Alarms Memorial Drive — Dispatch 
Handled 


Wednesday, April 21 

2:09 a.m. 911 — Welfare Check 
Worcester Road — Services Ren- 
dered 

4:30 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
West Road — Officer Handled 

4:44 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Removed Hazard 

4:47 p.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard West Brookfield Road — Officer 
Handled 

4:59 p.m. Other — Safety Hazard 
McEvoy Road — Services Rendered 

9:17 p.m. Phone — Safety Haz- 
ard North Brookfield Road — Ser- 
vices Rendered 

9:20 p.m. Phone — Safety Haz- 
ard Barre Road — Negative Contact 

9:59 p.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard Barre Road — Officer Handled 

6:26 p.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
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ard McEvoy Road — Officer Handled 
7:11 p.m. Initiated — Officer Initi- 
ated Hardwick Road — Report Taken 
7:28 p.m. Phone — Safety Haz- 
ard Oakham Road — Could Not Lo- 
cate 


Thursday, April 22 

10:54 a.m. Radio — Safety Haz- 
ard Oakham Road — Dispatch Han- 
dled 

1:58 p.m. Phone — 911 Misdial 
Unitas Road — Spoken To 

7:32 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard 
Oakham Road — Services Rendered 


Friday, April 23 

2:32 a.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard Ravine Road — Removed Hazard 

9:01 a.m. Phone — Safety Haz- 
ard Oakham Road — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 

8:16 p.m. 911 — Assault Prouty 
Road — Transported to Hospital 


Saturday, April 24 
1:59 a.m. Phone — Motor Vehi- 
cle Accident Letendre Lane — Ser- 
vices Rendered 
12:47 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
Rail Trail — Negative Contact 


Sunday, April 25 
9:16 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Hardwick Road — Citation 
Issued 
9:33 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Ravine Road — Citation 
Issued 
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get in the amount of $6,508,168.20 (af- 
ter offsets, pandemic reliefs and state 
and federal rural aid). This is a 5.67% 
increase over last year’s budget. The 
total increase over last year’s budget is 
$349,926.20 over fiscal 2021. 

Lind said that teachers and admin- 
istrators gave up their contractually 
obligated cost of living increases 1n fis- 
cal 2021, saving over $100,000, but that 
those increases are due in fiscal 2022. 
Lind said that the fiscal 2022 budget is 
“not giving people a double raise. That 
is inaccurate and unfair.” 

Tucker said in 16 years they have only 
increased the school budget 1.7% and 
that the cost of living keeps going up. 

Reductions would be necessary 

Lind said cutting more than $1 mil- 
lion from the fiscal 2022 budget could 
see a reduction in programs, transpor- 
tation and staffing. “You can’t have a 
program without staffing,” Lind said. 
This cut could “have a huge impact on 
our kids and families. That 1s really to 
me, unacceptable.” he said. With this 
cut, class sizes could also increase and 
course offerings could decrease. Lind 
said they have a lot of work to do to try 
and meet that number. 

Tucker asked why the government 
funds could not be used to offset this 


ESSENTIAL | FROM PAGE 1 
cials also said communication had been 
poor, but Gray has said the company 
has kept local officials in the loop. She 
said Baystate Health told officials sever- 
al hours before a public announcement 
was made in January. 

The DPH also wants to know how 
Baystate might mitigate the increase in 
transportation times since ambulanc- 
es will have to travel 10 miles more to 
Baystate Wing in Palmer, particularly 
in light of work to begin this year on a 
complete rebuilding of the Three Mile 
Bridge on Route 32 in Ware. 

The DPH has also asked for con- 
firmation of the emergency facility’s 
utilization data. Ware Fire Chief Chris- 
topher Gagnon has said that the ER’s 
utilization numbers are higher than 
Baystate’s numbers. Baystate estimat- 
ed about three patients a day arrive at 
Mary Lane’s emergency facility, but 
Gagnon his numbers from Ware alone 
were higher, and other EMS providers 
also use it on a daily basis. 

Baystate must also provide more in- 
formation on how it will provide ser- 
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ground person” as he or she would have 
an administrative role and be tied up 
with fire inspections. Marks said having 
a captain would be a “win win” for the 
town and save money as well. Blanchard 
said she did not believe the town needed 
a deputy chief and should replace the 
firefighter, who left. Grasso said many 
neighboring towns had both a deputy 
chief and a captain. 

Following discussion, the board vot- 
ed 3-2 to support the deputy chief po- 
sition and at some point to replace the 
full-time firefighter. Dowling, Goodwin 
and Ian Dunnigan voted in favor of the 
motion with chair Blanchard and Kait- 
benski opposed. 

Water tank removal 

The board approved a change order 
for $9,200 to have the contractor re- 
move an old underground water tank 
at the Fiske Hill Water Pump Station. 
Department of Public Works Director 
Butch Jackson said originally his de- 
partment was going to remove the tank, 
but the tank was larger than anticipated 
and would have the contractor take it 
out while on site. 

Warrant articles 
Chair Blanchard read the 50 articles 
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cut. Lind said they are meant to be 
spent over several years, such as the 
pandemic relief funds. It would create 
a $1 million structural deficit in their 
budget for the following year. Lind 
said that Chapter 70 funds did increase 
$18,000 from last year, which is the 
minimum increase. 

Elisabeth Melad said this proposed 
cut “is by no means a done deal” as the 
budget is set at Annual Town Meeting. 
Tucker said school budgets are a strug- 
gle for all towns in the area and the 
School Committee is grateful for the 
support they receive from voters. 

Lind and Tucker encouraged resi- 
dents to attend all School Committee, 
selectmen and Finance Committee 
meetings, as well as the town meetings 
scheduled for May 7 and June 4. Tucker 
said they will have childcare available at 
town meetings. 

Fiscal 2021 budget update 

Lind said they are in “decent shape 
in terms of the budget. In some areas 
of the budget they are over, such as an 
unexpected $4,400 upgrade expense to 
district software. Lind said speech ther- 
apy was higher than budgeted, but they 
were able to balance the budget with 
pandemic relief funds. Other areas that 
saw an increase were the paraprofession- 
als budget and homeless transportation. 
Lind said homelessness was over budget 


99 


vices to Ware area patients in behavior- 
al health crises with the closure of the 
emergency facility. 

“Behavioral health is near and dear 
to our hearts,” Gray said. She said when 
Wing build a new emergency depart- 
ment several years ago, it included a 
four-bed behavioral health pod as part 
of the new space. 

Local residents and state and local 
elected officials also requested the DPH 
consider having Baystate postpone the 
closure by a year to give Ware and area 
towns time to plan for the closure of 
Mary Lane’s emergency services. It isn’t 
clear whether the DPH 1s considering 
that request. 

Gray said she has been in touch with 
Beckley, and Baystate has approved 
a tour of the Mary Lane building by 
him, accompanied by a small group of 
other people, next week. Town officials 
have been in touch with other health 
care companies, some of which have 
expressed a potential interest in the fa- 
cility. Officials have declined to identify 
which health care companies might be 
interested. 


on the Annual Town Meeting warrant. 
The board voted to place and support 49 
of the 50 articles, and to place an article 
for purchase of several lots in the Fisk 
Hill area for trails, but not support it. 
Other business 

Bridges said the vaccine clinic by 
Walgreen Pharmacy planned at the 
senior center did not happen as it was 
going to administer the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine, which is on hold. They 
were working on getting another vac- 
cine to offer the clinic. 

Police Chief Earl Dessert said he had 
a vacant lieutenant position and asked 
the board permission to fill the posi- 
tion with an operations lieutenant, who 
would work Monday through Friday 
doing administrative work, which the 
chief currently pays sergeants overtime 
to do. The board approved his request. 

Dowling said she felt the public 
should have a choice of coming in per- 
son to selectmen’s meetings or to par- 
ticipate remotely. Blanchard said not 
everyone has been vaccinated, but by 
summer there should be more people 
vaccinated. 

Selectmen also accepted the resig- 
nation of Anthony Messina, a call fire- 
fighter. 


“considerably,” but they never know 
what might occur in a student’s life 
during the school year. The high school 
buildings budget is nearly double, but it 
had fairly significant upgrades in terms 
of HVAC systems and windows. Lind 
said the budget report balanced, being 
off by only 14 cents. 

Lind said that grant accounts are 
mostly unchanged as not a lot has hap- 
pened due to the pandemic. Pandemic 
relief accounts still have funding in ES- 
SER 1, of the CARES Act money, and 
Lind said ESSER 3 is projected to be 
between $500,000 to $600,000, and can 
be used through 2024. Lind said each 
ESSER has different end dates that last 
multiple years. He said school choice 
and Circuit Breaker costs are updated 
regularly by the state. Circuit Breaker is 
a state program designed to help school 
districts meet the costs of providing le- 
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on Thursday, June 10, at the stadium. 

“That’s our awards and_ scholar- 
ships night. It’ll likely be students-only 
because of COVID, but we're going to 
a fun event for the senior class after- 
wards.” 

As the principal of Tantasqua High, 
Lucas said witnessing his students per- 
severe through the pandemic and grad- 
uate 1s amazing. 

“It makes you very proud to be their 
principal and work with them,” Lu- 
cas said. “We have amazing students. I 
think teenagers in this day and age are 
incredibly resilient and I think they’re in- 
credibly positive, thoughtful and empa- 
thetic towards their peers and the world 
around them. I think we’ve seen nothing 
short of extraordinary measures by our 
own kids and their behavior.” 

Lucas also said they have tried to 
support their students who might be 
struggling as much as possible, but 
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disgust 


34. The government 
has many 
36. Small 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. Switches 
7. Legal financial 
term (abbr.) 
10. Sweeties constellation 
12. Competition 3/7. Northern Indian 
13. Measures city 
electrical 38. The best pitchers 
resistance 39. Naturally 
14. Psychotherapy occurring solid 
researcher 40. Apple computers 
15. Causes injury to 41. Portuguese city 
16. Open 44. Ancient Greek war 
17. Polish peninsula dance 
18. Hebrew calendar 45. More reliable 
month 48. Sailboat 
19. Whale ship 49. Newspapers 
captain 50. Frequently flooded 
21. Children’s area 
accessory 51. They dig for coal 
22. Unknown point 
2/7. Exists 
28. Extremely 
confident 
33. Expression of 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Partial 


man 
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10. For an unknown 


11. Brain parts 
12. Islamic calendar 


14. Avenue where ad 
17. Possesses 

18. Accept 

20. Stake 

23. Former British PM 
24. US battleships 


2. “Mad Men” leading 25. Greek alphabet 
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gally mandated special education sup- 
ports and services for students with sig- 
nificant special education costs. 

Lind said in the past month they 
received state Rural School Aid in the 
amount of $25,000 for this school year. 
They also received a small Rural School 
Achievement Program grant from the 
federal government for $37,000. These 
are being used to support next year’s 
budget. 

Lind said they have included a lot of 
one-time expenditures in fiscal 2022’s 
budget, creating deficits. School Com- 
mittee Chair Maria Tucker said all their 
financial reports are available and are 
public record. She said there have been 
statements about the school mismanag- 
ing money in the budget and she is “very 
unhappy” and “offended” by this. Tucker 
said, “our budget is really well managed.” 


found most students are finding success. 

“We're very proud of our seniors, 
they’ve been terrific,’ Lucas said. 
“They've done a great job this entire 
time.” 

Chairman of Tantasqua Regional 
School District Michael Valanzola also 
shared his excitement for the Class of 
2021 graduating. 

“It was important last year and it’s 
going to be important this year for us 
to ensure, that although this is a very 
difficult and challenging time, the things 
we do traditionally to celebrate our stu- 
dents continue to happen,” Valanzola 
said. “Ill be there and am looking for- 
ward to handing off diplomas and of- 
fering remarks as I always do. I think 
the biggest difference is it is outside as 
opposed to inside as it has been in years 
past. We will all be celebrating the class 
of 2021 and that’s important and excit- 
ing for all of us.” 
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3. The __ 

4, Healthy 

5. Where golfers 
begin 

6. Soviet Socialist 
Republic (abbr.) 

7. Of the cheek 

8. Injury reminder 

9. Statesman Franklin 


of March 26.When you hope to 
get there 

29. Top lawyer 

30. Fiddler crabs 

31. Intolerant 

32. Persons that 
cause extreme 
fear 

35. Car mechanics 
group 

36. Capital of Ghana 

38. Famed ballplayer 
Hank 

40. Emphasizes 
insignificance 

41. Light-colored 

42. Distinctive smell 

43. Muckraking 
journalist Jacob 

44. Sunscreen rating 

May 45. Short-term 
memory 

46. Japanese delicacy 

47. One point north of 
due east 


reason 


month 


men work 


circa 1939 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ECONOMY SHEDS 25 year roofing, 
6’ double doors. 10’x12’ Shed Final 
Price $3655.00. 10’x16” Shed Final 
Price $4125.00. Built on Property. Tim 
(413) 563-2229 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE 29 Griffin Street, 
Bondsville; Preview Friday April 30. 
Sale: May 1+2 9-5. No fine antiques. 
Good stuff. Make $$ at Brimfield call 
Gerry (413)813-5695 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary @gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 











Call us at 413.283.8393 
AB Hauling and IMPROVEMENT 
Removal Service 
CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
2****x*x*A & B HOUSEHOLD Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard (978)355-6864. 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- CHASE (any condition) horse dawn HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 


er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 





vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- ELECTRICIAN 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti = aa anpAGNE ELECTRICAL - [@atn how to teach painting with this 


mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 


special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. me ; 

Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 

Call (413)244-7096. LAN DSCAPI N G 
. . A+ ROZELL’S 
Buying? Selling? LANDSCAPING & 
ying: — +5 EXCAVATING BOBCAT SERVICE 


Our 
Classifieds 
Get Results! 





ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ce Phone: 
States Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


ae WILLIAMSBURG 









GRANBY 





Circulation: 9,800 


BELCHERTOWN 


a 
a 
BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 










NORTH 





WEST R’ 
BROOKFIELD \ BROOKFIELD 









Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 


All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 


yo s sale ere 0140. 
=4 MASONRY 
~ Suburban 
re Residential STOP WET 
Circulation: BASEMENTS 
59.000 ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
Hilltowns WATERPROOFING 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






SPRINGFIELD 





way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in PAINTING 
ALL THREE ZONES. KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
; . cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
First ZONE base price Cy, ues Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 Sesascainite perience. Free consultation. Steve 
' 5 following ZONE(s): (413)477-8217 
Addathird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = 
xNumberofWeeks "|| CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
TOTAL Enclosed __c‘towns] | QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





- public notices 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 

The Town of Brookfield 
requests bids for construction 
of a walking path around the 
perimeter of Lewis Field, the 
recreational field located at 4 
Main St. A recent survey of 
the field will be made avail- 
able to the winning bid. 

Costs must include (pre- 
vailing wage required), con- 
struction and surfacing mate- 
rials. The successful bid must 
be available to begin con- 
struction as soon as possible 
to July 1 2021. Project must 
be complete no later than 
June 30, 2022. 

Bid documents may 
be obtained from the 
Selectmen’s Office at 6 
Central St, Brookfield, or by 
emailing clarocca@brook- 
fieldma.us. Opening of sealed 
bids will take place in the 
Selectmen’s Office at 2PM on 
Thursday, May 20, 2021. 
04/30/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the North 
Brookfield Board of 
Selectmen will hold a pub- 
lic hearing to consider a fuel 
storage license application, 
brought to the Board by CCS 
Realty LLC, on Tuesday, 
May 25, 2021 at 6:15 PM at 
the North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School Street, 
North Brookfield, MA 01535. 

The fuel storage location 
that will be considered is as 
follows: 192/206 North Main 
Street, Tax Map 106, Parcels 
192 & 206 

Said hearing will begin at 
6:15 PM and continue until 
completion, and will be con- 
ducted pursuant to the pro- 
visions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166. 

Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Jason M Petraitis 
John H Tripp 
04/30, 05/07/2021 


Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


Town of Warren Wasterwater Treat- 
ment Plant. Assistant Chief Op- 
erator. The Town of Warren Board 
of Sewer Commissioners is accepting 
Applications for a Wastewater Treat- 
ment Plant Assistant Chief Opera- 
tor. Salary is $23.3 per hour. Appli- 
cants must possess a Massachusetts 
Grade 5 Operators License and valid 
MA Driver’s license. Job description 
and applications are available at the 
Warren Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, 2527 Main Street, West 
Warren, MA 01092. The position 
will remain open until filled. Warren is 
an EOE. 


TRUCK DRIVER FT - Class A CDL 


- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


SPRING 


| FROM PAGE 7 


In June, spring sports will participate in sectional 
tournaments for the first time since March 2020 when 
the winter sports held their tournaments. Tournaments 
were not held for the first three seasons of this school 


year. 


The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Associ- 
ation sponsored a “Fall 2” season that wrapped up just 
last week with football action leading the way along 
with some basketball, indoor track, and girls volleyball 
among teams that were unable to participate in the first 
two seasons of the year. Cheerleaders also had the op- 
portunity to participate in the Fall 2 season. 

Practices for spring sports began earlier this week 
and it is a very quick turnaround to get games under- 
way, with several starting on Wednesday, May 5. This 
only allows for about seven or eight practice sessions 


before that date. 


But because of unpredictable weather coming out 
of the winter, spring sports are used to a condensed 
schedule, especially baseball and softball, which of- 
ten need more ideal weather in order to play games as 
soggy and muddy fields can make for more dangerous 


play. 


Sports are scheduled to run from May 5 through the 
middle of June. Like the previous seasons this school 
year, most of the sports will play about 12 games. Sea- 
sons in the fall and winter ran for about 10 to 12 games, 
but spring sports often lend themselves to more games 
under a condensed schedule. Most teams are sched- 
uled for 12 games with some playing more depending 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT Part time 
2 hours per day, 2 days per week. Pay 
is $550.00 per week. No qualification 
needed interested applicant send you 
resume to the email below lakerich- 
ard59@outlook.com 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC. Manufacturer of metal 
shapes has a full-time opportunity for 
a Manufacturing Tool Designer. Re- 
sponsibilities include design and draft 
of cold forming tools using CAD soft- 
ware and producing tool paths for wire 
EDM machines using CAM software 
while assisting/supporting manufac- 
turing processes. Candidates should 
demonstrate a good work ethic, be de- 
pendable, have good judgment and be 
a team player. Candidates must have 
an Associate’s degree in Engineering 
with proficient reading, writing, and 
math skills, excellent communication 
skills and be able to pay close atten- 
tion to detail. Based on experience we 
offer competitive compensation and a 
comprehensive benefits package. Visit 
www.rathboneprofiles.com _ for 
employment applications and submit 
online, via email to linda.dias@rath- 
boneprofiles.com or mail to 1241 
Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
Rathbone is proud to be an equal op- 
portunity workplace and is an affirma- 
tive action employer. 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA. 
Paid major holidays, vacation, medical 
insurance after 90 days and SIMPLE 
IRA offered. 


PERSONAL DRIVER/ ASSISTANT NEEDED. 


We are looking for a dynamic individual for the role of 
Driver/Personal Assistant. This is a unique position 
that requires exceptional interpersonal skills and respect 
for personal boundaries. The ideal candidate must be 


willing to accommodate a high degree of flexibility in 
their work schedule and be available on short notice. 
Compensation will be commensurate with experience 
and include a competitive salary and extended benefits 
package. Contact (Markstowing024@gmail.com ) 
for more details. 





PAINTER PART TO FULL TIME. 
No fear of heights. Must have vehicle 
and valid drivers license. Will train 
right person if not experienced. Steve 
(413) 477-8217 


FULL JOB DESCRIPTION FOR 
A MECHANIC DRIVER/LABOR- 
ER Do you enjoy working outdoors? 
Would you like to be part of a thriving, 
friendly and dedicated team? 

The Town of Warren Highway Depart- 
ment is seeking a qualified candidate 
for the full-time position of Mechanic 
Driver/Laborer. The Town of Warren 
is committed to equal opportunity, en- 
courages diversity and inclusion, and 
believes that a positive culture of inclu- 
sion in Town governance contributes to 
the Town's overall qualities as a great 
place to live and work. We welcome all 
to apply. 

Salary: Starting at $19.38 

Hours: M-THUR, 6:00 am — 4:00 pm, 
from April 1 — Nov 30; M-F 6:00 am — 
2:00 pm Dec 1 — March 31 


Overtime is required for: Answer’s 
emergency calls and responds to 
emergencies during and after normal 
business hours. Including during Snow 
and Ice storms. 

Drug & Alcohol screening is a condi- 
tion of employment 

Essential: The Driver/Mechanic/La- 
borer provides Works primarily in the 
town maintenance garage, Some work 
will be outdoors on roads and in town 
vehicles. 

Qualifications: High school equivalen- 
cy; Highway maintenance operation 
experience preferred. 

Required Licensing/Certification: Pos- 
session of a valid 2B Hoisting License 
and MA Class B CDL. 

Benefits: Dental insurance; Disability 
insurance; Employee assistance pro- 
gram; Health insurance; Life insurance; 
Paid time off; Retirement plan 
Internal/External Applicants: To be con- 
sidered for this vacancy, please submit 
the required Town of Warren Applica- 
tion for Employment, and resume no 
later than 4:00 pm, Thursday May 6, 
2021. Applications will be accepted via 
email, drop off to: Town of Warren 
Highway Department 87 Brim- 
field Rd, Warren, 01083 or mailed 
to: Warren Highway Department 
PO Box 628, Warren, Ma 01083. 
For information on accessing the 
Town’s employment application and 
resume (including an email address 
for sending electronically), please visit 
the Town of Warren website, Volunteer, 
and employment. The application is at- 
tached to the job posting at: Volunteer 
and Employment Opportunities | War- 
ren, MA (warren-ma.gov) 


individual circumstances. 
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The more important part is that in addition to a 12- 
game schedule, teams who qualify will get the chance 
to participate in tournaments, which will result in more 


games. 


Athletes are still being required to wear masks to 
participate in sports, though it is possible restrictions 
could ease as the spring season progresses based on the 
vaccination effort and currently dropping case num- 
bers. Surrounding states like Connecticut and New 
Hampshire have also started easing restrictions as well. 

Most schedules for the spring have been posted to 
the MIAA website as well as some school websites. 


sfrlela[ol [els Anno 








Call us at 413.283.8393 





WARREN HIGHWAY DEPART- 
MENT 87 Brimfield Rd Warren, MA 
or Olson@warren-ma.gov is looking 
for a Full-time FOREMAN, Operator/ 
Driver/Laborer Must have a Class B 
CDL license, prefer a Class A CDL, 
current DOT Physical, Hoisting Engji- 
neers license with MINIMUM HE — 2B 
Must be available for emergency calls 
days, nights, weekends & holidays. 
We would prefer you have two (2) 
years minimum plowing experience 
with commercial vehicles. Applications 
available on the town Website Volun- 
teer and Employment Opportunities | 
Warren, MA (warren-ma.gov) or at the 
Highway Garage M-Thru 7AM-4PM 
(413) 436-7677 Equal Opportunity 
Employer Board of Selectmen 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (a 


OPPORTUNITY 





LAND WANTED 


WANTED!! 40+ ACRES OF 
LAND. Looking to purchase large 
acreage lot for family farm. Call Matt at 
(413) 667-7165 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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Anonymous letter gets First Congregational returns — Panthers get their Police Logs 8 
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Your CONNECTIO 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND |---.. ~~ >- —y i 99 on: 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! eB ween Bey 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK] }=eae=== Ss | Lawn & Garden 


THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!!) |=: em Oy 18221 Battery 
ea? HOWE’S* = 40 
4500 IN STOCK | # FARM & GARDEN Lc | -“Marine/RV 


We are now open for the year in Paxton On All Other Lawn & , Batteries 


eer hy . and New Braintree for all your flower and \* & Garden Batteries #8240, 8261, 8270, 8301, 
PRESEASON GRILL SALE!!! | [99 and New Braintree for all your flower and (A oo 70,90 
OVER 600 IN STOCK! ee eran aie prem ae” ae = = — 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE 2 = E “ai ‘ 


TN {A2.Main St; Seencer 508-885-9343 | WH cscumeaccmedsieccrinngat (a (NAPA| [ily NAPA AUTO PARTS 


0% FINANCING Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm = our business to keep you safe! * A WAREe WEST BROOKFIELD 


Please wear a mask and maintain a 6 foot aR 175 West St., Ware 116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 


R : . Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun.9-2 413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 
" Hand washing stations at each location 
9 sold 49 homes last y ear! wy 


Let Me Sell Your sate Visit our Paxton location for curb side 


Century 21 has been the most trusted brand in real estate ihe service options. Call 508-752-8419 1 fees §=—-_ Lot 89 South Street 
for the last 25 years. You can trust that | will help you nak fs mai West Warren 


achieve all of your real estate goals. By 134 PLEASANT ST., PAXTON ‘?7e ef $39,900 

















There has never been a better time to sell your home! ? J 
Call 978-434-1990 Get started today! me «(229 HARDWICK RD., NEW BRAINTREE . 1.73 Acres - 
| believe in delivering exceptional service to my clients. 1/2 mile up from the center New Braintree 1 F 280 Feet Frontage 
| would love to have you as my Client. Town Water & Sewer 
CENTURY 21 Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! at Street 
oT a @) North East 1 -978-434-1 990 BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING [a 
109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com IN COLWELL 8 BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
a OC i N T sean 413-387-8608 
> S Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 
pa ons 














(SAX IDS FO SADIE SOS 
WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH: 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


ALL SIZES 
White e Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple 
Red e Lt Gray e Dark Gray 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 


Construction Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand 
Chip Stone © Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 






















Construction Company incorporated” 
Call Today For Your Free Estimate 


e Excavation Complete Site Work ¢ Demo * New Home Construction _ENE. 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand ; 321 306 3446 ; 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work Residential/ Commercial 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements Licensed/Insured: 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! - Weekly Lawn Maintenance 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 “Pern and Overseeding 


413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com Egan Mulch Installation 
Lawn Care - Shrub and Tree Trimming 


321-506-3446 - Garden Bed Renovation 
- Planting 
SUMME SB Tiitclimieclecelm i ela.4 
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BS 98 North Spencer Road, 
i Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 Your Guide to Local 
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508- sap 2480 
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BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY! 


f..\ Le », WINE DINNER «= 
SPRING IS HERE! t WEL ay babe r a: ( see Wednesday, May 12 We 


CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE AREA. , | | AY ae ays PM = 
WE HAVE TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK. | ")., a —a BULISRS ed WMIIES on 
» | i ctl: nny $65 per person 


* 


cai MOTHER’S DAY 
Vacation Destinations ig | 


Reservations required — Minimum table of 4 


eC nak : E.B. Flatts 
CONCRETE SOLUTIONS a : ) Rte 9 E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 


: Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 7AM-1:30PM 
199 East B Rt. 2A), G (IN|NEW)! 
waco SUMMERVACTIVITY.GUIDE Thursday-Saturday 7AM-8:30PM 


COME SEE US FOR: ate 

© Dental Cleanings eCosmetic Dentistry: #® Pediatric Dentistry 

« Orthodontics: Fillings,Crownsand « Periodontal Care 
Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers, *# Laser Gum Therapy 

« Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening « Extractions & Implants 


| Dr. Derrick Tengo br. Bakr Amin Or. Sam Alkhoury 508- 867- 9977 ? West Main Street West Brookfield MA 


General Gentist Pediatiac Dentist Orthodontist VW westbrookfielddental. com 


